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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

| still keep a paper calendar and | use pencil to note many things
that | might do. There is a lot of erasing involved.

For almost a year now, the 4t Saturday of the month penciled
schedule included a note about the monthly afternoon meeting of the
African American Quilt Guild of Oakland (AAQG). I finally got there on
May 24 and was warmly welcomed by the energetic, diverse group of
members. AAQG has approximately the same number of members as
Alameda Quilt Guild and it meets at the West Oakland Library.

This meeting did not have a formal program, but there was a lot of
sharing of information about guild activities, a kiss it good-bye table
and many member crafts for sale (and also a good assortment of
snacks). In recognizing the 25 anniversary of the Guild, a reporter
from The Oaklandside was present. The resulting article provides
more information about the guild and the meeting. See the following
link: A 25-year-old Oakland guild is preserving Black quilting history

| hope to continue to attend some of the meetings and to also
welcome some of the AAQG members at our upcoming meetings.

Pauline Marx, President

UPCOMING DATES

Thu, June 12 7 pm General Mtg at Trinity Lutheran

1323 Central

Fri, June 6 Frank Bette Show opens

Sat, June 14 10am — 3pm Workshop “Animals in Hiding”

Corica Golf Course

Sat, June 21 1 pm -3 pm Sew ‘N Chat / Look for Zoom link

Tue, June 24 Noon Board Meeting at home of Terry Hodge

Sat, June 28 1pm African American Quilt Guild of Oakland

Mtg, West Oakland Library

The Alameda Quilt Guild wants to thank Corica Golf Course for
generously letting us use their community rooms for our classes.



https://oaklandside.org/2025/05/28/african-american-quilt-guild-oakland-anniversary/

GENERAL MEETING - JUNE 12

Our speaker this month is Yvonne Phenicie. Yvonne, of Inspire Quilts, hails from Northern
California, Colusa to be exact. She has been quilting and teaching for about 30 years. She will share her
passion for quilting and tell us about her quilt teaching journey. She specializes in Challenge Quilts,
round robins, block exchanges, and all the different things you can do with them. She’ll be bringing 25-
30 quilts with her to share. Yvonne is also a Sew Kind of Wonderful certified teacher.

MEMBERSHIP
Our current membership is 74.
Membership renewals continue - $50 per year. Please send to PO Box 2724, Alameda, 94501.
Dianne Rodrigues - phidi@sbcglobal.net / Debbie Falzone — debbie.falzone@gmail.com

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
o By Every birthday is a time to celebrate. Reach out and send good wishes to our sister quilters
ZHappy e with birthdays this month!
.B'irfhday' - Nancy Griffin, Lucy Fong, Jane Strem, Carol Bernard, Sally Faulhaber,
i N Pat Duskin, Laurie Moyer

BLOCK OF THE MOMENT - JUNE 12

It is fine to bring late BOMs to meetings. We have a list of past
winners and they will be appreciated.

This is Sail Away.

Kits will be on sale at our general meeting for S2.

Suzanne Duran & Joy Beireis-Molnar

OPEN SEW SEW ‘N CHAT - ZOOM - June 21

Join us for a chance to work, see, and talk
with friends on-line.

We’'ll meet the third Saturday, June 21
from 1pm-3pm. Look for the link

This activity will be on hiatus during the summer —
due to children’s summer activities at the church.
See you in September.



mailto:phidi@sbcglobal.net

SUNSHINE & SHADOWS

Check out the information (appended) on the Netflix documentary “The Quilters”.
It is fascinating and it will bring a tear to the eye.

Send items to kerwindorothy@gmail.com

J RECYCLE FABRIC AND THREAD — RIDWELL

AQG has joined the Ridwell family. This is a way to recycle fabric scraps
; and threads. We will collect your scraps at the monthly meetings and
st m_M -thwell mmvs Ridwell will pick them up and put them to good use.
P ;g f&, Check out the Ridwell website for info on how this happens.

W e e

FRANK BETTE GALLERY

We are invited to visit the gallery’s June-July exhibit entitled “Luminous”.

There will be many types of crafts, including ceramics and quilting. Check to see if members of the guild
have been included!

There will be room for both hanging items and table top items. This show will be in the main gallery and
will be featured during the Plein Air Paint Out, which is the gallery's big summer event.

PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR 2025

All meetings are at Trinity Lutheran at 7pm on the second Thursday unless otherwise indicated.
Doors open at 6:30pm for socializing.

JUNE: Yvonne Phenicie — presenting Challenge Quilt & Round Robin Inspiration

JULY*: Donation Night, Guild Survey, Member Interview, Sew-Along Reveal

AUGUST: Show ‘N Tell-Athon — Items from friendship groups, crafts, workshops
SEPTEMBER*: Trunk Show — Doreen Speckmann, presented by Debbie Falzone

OCTOBER: Demonstration Night, Rulers & Techniques, Board Nominations

NOVEMBER*: Donation Night, Member Interview, voting for Board, voting for Challenge Reveal
DECEMBER: Holiday potluck, Board Induction, Member Interview, Gift Exchange

Meetings with stars* have a Kiss-It-Goodbye table. Bring what you don’t want, take what you do!

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR 2025

June 14 — Animals in Hiding - Teacher Jane Strem, Class fee: $10.00.
No need to cut or sew triangles or cut tiny squares, learn to do a type of disappearing block.
This quilt also uses only three fabrics.

Also learn to arrange a directional fabric in a disappearing block so that everything comes
out upright, I'll teach you the secret.

Try this fun, easy and fast quilt. This workshop is full



mailto:kerwindorothy@gmail.com

SEWING TOOL ROLL-UP July 12 - Sewing Tool Roll-Up - Teacher Jennifer Serr. Fee $10.00

This sewing tool roll-up is a practical catch-all for organizing your small sewing tools. The
term Housewife or Hussif is a historic reference for this type of tool holder, often gifted to
a loved one, so that they had supplies and tools to mend their uniforms and other things
while they were away. Gift your friends one too! Sign Up at the May meeting

August 9 — Donation Sewing & Lunch - Facilitator Terry Hodges - Fee : cost of your lunch
Take this day to work on your quilts, joy bundles, pillow cases, humbags or fidget quilts for our donation day
in November. Enjoy sewing with other members and having lunch with them at Jim’s on the Course.

September 13 — Wearable Fashion Using Quilt Blocks -
Teacher Dorothy Kerwin- fee $10.00

This workshop will share ideas for using an existing or new
quilt block to embellish a T shirt or sweatshirt. We all have
orphan blocks of different sizes and patterns. We'll use some
creativity to decorate a shirt for ourselves, or as a gift.

We will be designing a quilt block to sew onto a garment.
Orphan quilt blocks are encouraged. A variety of fabrics will (back of shirt)
: be provided, also feel free to bring your own.

~l Cutting mat, irons and wool mats will be provided.

October 11 - Start Slow Stitching or Kawandi — Teacher Jeanne Heffernan, Class fee: $10.00

THIS IS A HAND STITCH CLASS ONLY. Jeanne will introduce you to Kawandi quilting or for those of you who
know this stitching technique she will focus on a slow stitching project of your choice: table runner, a small
square, book cover or zipper pouch. This workshop will focus on using scraps and spontaneously choosing
colors. We will be using perle cotton, embroidery, or sashiko threads to stitch and create a unique patchwork
of your own design. Students will learn to find their own rhythm in this technique of mindful stitching.

. November 8 — | Can’t Believe It’s a Sweatshirt!
2/ Edit @\ ' IBN 2 - Teacher Terry Hodges, Class fee $10.00

: el % R | Just in time for winter, turn a sweatshirt into a stunning vest or
jacket in your choice of colors and prints. Repurpose a favorite
sweatshirt with plenty of fabric scraps or buy a new one in your
favorite color. Get ready for winter with a colorful new piece of
clothing.




EVENTS CALENDAR - (send submissions to the newsletter editor - kerwindorothy@gmail.com)

APRIL 19 - MAY 25 JUST QUILTS!  SAN JOSE MUSEUM OF QUILTS & TEXTILES
520 South 1st St, San Jose www.sj-mqt.org | (408) 971-0323 Thurs/Fri: 1pm-5pm, Sat/Sun: 11am-5pm

Sat, Jun 7t", 10am — 4pm
Event: Country Store Presented by Foothill Quilters Guild
Auburn Veterans Memorial Hall, 100 East St, Auburn, CA 95603, USA

Saturday, June 7, 10am — 3pm, Sunday, June 8, 11am - 2pm
Event: Country Store and Fabric Sale Guild of Quilters of Contra Costa County https://gqccc.org/
Contra Costa County Farm Bureau, 5554 Clayton Rd #1, Concord, CA 94521, USA

Mon, Jun 16, 5pm — 9pm

Event: GQCCC General Meeting - Donation Sew-In

GQCCC General Meeting - Donation Sew-In To register please visit: https://ggccc.org/event-6172094
The Farmhouse, Contra Costa County Farm Bureau Building, 5554 Clayton Road, #4, Concord
ATTENTION NON-MEMBERS! The visitor's fee has been waived for this event. We hope you will consider
helping out for a good cause and meeting our members.

Sat — Sun, Jul 19th-20th

Quilt Show: Heart of the Redwoods, Arcata Redwood Empire Quilter’s Guild

Admittance for both days Adults $12, Srs 65+ $10, Students with current ID $8, Srs 90+ and children < 12 free.
The show will include over 200 quilts, Memorial wall with works by recently deceased members, a 9-Patch
Party - an interactive activity for non-quilters, Dutch lottery, Opportunity quilt raffle, Vendors, Bed Turning of
vintage and antique quilts, a cafe' and an Honor Quilt Ceremony recognizing local heroes.

For more information: 707-443-5264 or 707-845-3084

Arcata Community Center, 321 Dr. M.L.K. Jr Pkwy, Arcata, CA 95521, USA

Sat — Sun, Aug 9th-10t", Saturday, 10-4, Sunday 10-3:30

Quilt Show: Delta Quilters, Brentwood deltaquilters.org
Admission: $12, good for both days - under 8 and over 80 free
Featuring: Quilts Demos Vendors Boutique Raffles

Brentwood Community Center, 35 Oak St, Brentwood, CA 94513, USA

Fri — Sat, Sep 19th-20t", 10-4 Friday, 10-3 Saturday

Quilt Show: Foothill Quilters Guild, Auburn "Stars of the Foothills"

Cost: $10 Activities: Featured Quilter, Cafe, Raffle Baskets, Door Prizes, Quilts, Vendors, Special Exhibits
Parkside Church, 3885 Richardson Dr, Auburn CA

Sat — Sun, Sep 27th-28th

Quilt Show: Santa Clara Valley Quilt Association  Celebrating our 50th Anniversary!
$15 admission at the door, $12 in advance

Vendors, food, and free parking Information available at scvga.org/quiltshow
Club Sportiva, 521 Charcot Ave, San Jose, CA 95131



mailto:kerwindorothy@gmail.com
https://gqccc.org/
https://gqccc.org/event-6172094
http://scvqa.org/quiltshow

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES - Jeanne Heffernan and Helene Young

Members are asked to keep quilting and making pillowcases so that when a new call for LA support comes
AQG can respond again with generosity.

ONGOING...Kirsten is asking for quilts for teen boys at our July 10, 2025 meeting donations event.
In addition the teen girl shopping bag tote campaign is underway. The goal is to make 50 bags. Members
can bring them to the monthly meetings as they are finished. Deadline for the project is July 2025. Thank you

Any outreach queries call/text or email Jeanne Heffernan, jmh8346@sbcglobal.net

OUTREACH - THE COMMUNITY QUILTERS

Any AQG member can donate a pieced quilt top (preferably with batting and back) at any general meeting.
This donation, once finished, will go directly to our selected charities: Sutter Care at Home, Alameda;
Midway Shelter, Alameda; EBCLO-East Bay Children’s Law Office for foster youth, Alameda County. All quilts
will be displayed at our donation events and photographed for the online AQG newsletter. Nancy Griffin and
Jeanne Heffernan are Committee chairs; Jane Hageman and Marge McLean will receive at our member
meetings any quilt tops (and batting/back if possible).

If there are any questions call Jeanne Heffernan or Nancy Griffin. We are hoping that this effort boosts the
AQG number of donated quilts for our community giving.

FRIENDSHIP GROUPS

Friendship groups are a great way to get to know sister guild members in a smaller setting. The group
typically meets once a month — it can rotate among member houses or stay at one locale. If you are
interested in joining or starting a group - email me at ccislowski@gmail.com

Rose Ann Minafo is a professional long arm quilter and member of the guild. She’s interested in starting a
LONG ARM friendship group and will teach you how to use her machine. Please contact Rose directly if you
are interested. 415-828-6296

2025 AFFILIATES

The Sewing Room, 1419 Park St Ste G, Alameda 510 710-9525 thesewingroomalameda.com

New Pieces Quilt Shop, Inc, 766 Gilman, Berkeley 510-527-6779 newpiecesstaff@gmail.com
WWWw.newpieces.com

Re-Crafting, 2449 Santa Clara, Alameda 510-263-0249 therecraftingco.com

Bay Quilts, 5327 Jacuzzi St, Richmond 510 558-0218 create@sfbayquilts.com

www.sfbayquilts.com
Stone Mountain & Daughter, 2518 Shattuck, Berkeley 510 845-6106 info@stonemountainfabric.com
Susan Steinberg

Be sure to mention you saw them in this newsletter.



mailto:ccislowski@gmail.com
mailto:newpiecesstaff@gmail.com
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AFFILIATE NEWS

https://www.TheSewingRoomAlameda.com/specialty-class-schedule
S+

The Sewing Room sells Gutermann Thread, 100% cotton fabric made in Japan, and other sewing notions.
Additionally, we have classes with Quilt Artist Sandi daRoza coming up in May & June -

RoseAnn Minafo is a member of our guild and is a long-armer. She can complete any small or large quilt
in a two week turnaround. Give her a call if interested. She gives discounts to all members.
Rose is interested in starting a group to teach long-arm skills. Contact her at 415-828-6296.

GUILD CONTACT INFO
Alameda Quilt Guild

PO Box 2724

2201 Shoreline Drive
Alameda, CA 94501

E Mail: alamedaquiltguild@gmail.com
Website: www.alamedaquiltguild.com

Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1753886584897576

JUNE 2025
SUNDAY MONDAY | TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Frank Bette
Show opens
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
7pm 10am-3pm
Gen Mtg Workshop
Speaker “Animals in Hiding”
Trinity Lutheran Corica Golf Course
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
1pm—3pm
Sew ‘N Chat
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1pm
Noon African -American
Board Mtg Quilt Guild of
@ Terry Hodges Oakland, West
Oakland Library
29 30



http://www.alamedaquiltguild.com/
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https://www.thesewingroomalameda.com/specialty-class-schedule

CONGRATULATIONS ON OUR 10™ BIRTHDAY

Festivities enjoyed by all

A quilt by member Suzanne Duran on display at Bay Quilts.




PROJECTS FROM THE 2025 RETREAT IN AUBURN
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“The Quilters” Quilting inmates at Missouri prison take the spotlight in new Netflix documentary

By Lisa Gutierrez, Kansa City Star May 22, 2025

Quilters across the country are excited to watch “The Quilters,” an award-winning documentary short
filmed at a maximum security prison in Missouri available on Netflix. Independent filmmaker Jennifer
McShane came to Missouri to make her second documentary about prison life, focusing on an unusual group
of men at South Central Correctional Center south of St. Louis. The access she was given inside the maximum
security facility included permission to screen the film for the inmates. “It was probably the most moving
(screening) I've ever done because they were riveted, and they loved it and understood what | was trying to
do.”

McShane reveals the healing power of art in the daily lives of inmates who have formed a quilting circle
inside the Level 5 prison in Licking, Missouri. They work in a special sewing room where they make quilts for
foster children in the surrounding counties.

“From design to completion, the men reveal their struggles, triumphs, and sense of pride in creating
something beautiful in this windowless, sacred space deep within the prison walls,” describes Netflix. “They
make beautiful things,” McShane told Deadline. “I think on a lot of levels, it’s a healing kind of activity.”

“We're a little community within a big community,” one of the quilting inmates says in the trailer.
“Organized chaos is the easiest way to describe that room.”

Quilting fans across the country are excited to see attention paid to the beauty and power of their
craft. “l think as quilters, we understand the therapeutic and healing power of quilting and | love to see this art
healing other people.”

“Being a quilter myself, | find that | can lose myself in my art; it takes me somewhere safe and happy,
and when | give that quilt to someone else, it makes them happy. | pray this skill of quilt making brings these
prisoners peace and happiness.”

McShane, who made “Mothers of Bedford,” a documentary about incarcerated women who are
mothers of school-age children, found out about the Missouri inmates from a local news story someone sent
her. “The idea of quilters in a maximum-security prison that were male, | was just intrigued,” she told
Deadline. “So, | went out and just visited for a while without my camera and | was really struck ... And then
(the prison) provided me a surprising amount of access.”

The sewing room opens at 7:30 a.m. and closes at 3:30 p.m., and the quilters are there every day. The
fabric they transform into quilts is donated by the local community. A reminder that this is an unusual group
of sewers: Their scissors, or “sharps,” are logged and dutifully inventoried. “It was like those posters you see of
a little flower growing out of cement. That’s how | felt. (The quilters) were just so passionate about what they
were doing. They felt (quilting) was really healing and it was this imaginary bridge to the outside world in
terms of doing something positive and feeling pride, which you don’t often experience when I've visited other
prisons.

“And I’'m sure you don’t feel it in other parts of the prison, but in this sewing room, there is definitely a
sense of pride, so | left that visit and thought, ‘Okay, | definitely want to tell this story and I’'m going to try a
short because I've never done a short before.”” McShane introduces viewers to Chili, Rod, Jeremiah, Jimmy,
Fred and the other quilters without revealing outright what put them behind bars. She brought their story full-
circle by showing images at the film’s end of children receiving their quilts. Some of the inmates had never
seen that. “They were sobbing ... It kind of hadn’t totally hit me how hard it would hit them,” she told
Deadline. “They’ve never seen one of their quilts on the outside being used by one of these kids. So, it was
very powerful for them.” This story was originally published April 29, 2025



ALAMEDA QUILT GUILD SCHEDULE 2025

Month General Mtg Board Mtg  Open Sew Sew ‘N Chat Workshops
2nd Thurs 4th Tues 3rd Friday 3rd Sat — Zoom 2nd Sat
6:30—8:30 1:00-2:30 11:00-3:00 1:00 - 3:00 10:00 - 3:00
January 1/9 Zoom Jan 28 Jan 17 Jan 18 Jan 11
February Feb 13 Feb 25 Feb 21 Feb 15 Feb 8
March Mar 13 Mar 25 Mar 21 Mar 15 Mar 8
April Apr 10 Apr 22 Apr 18 Apr 19 Apr 12
May May 8 May 27 May 16 May 17 holiday weekend
June June 12 June 24 June 20 June 21 June 14
July July 10 July 22 July 18 July 19 July 12
August Aug 14 Aug 26 Aug 15 Aug 16 Aug9
September  Sept 11 Sept 23 Sept 19 Sept 20 Sept 13
October Oct 9 Oct 28 Oct 17 Oct 18 Oct 11
November Nov 13 Nov 18 ***  Nov 20 Nov 15 Nov 8
December Dec 11 none none none none

***Nov 18 — 3rd Tues (exception due to Thanksgiving week)

AQG Annual Retreat will be April 28 to May 2 at Mercy Center, Auburn



